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The Awakening by Kate Chopin

Course Description:

This course is a one-hour tutorial dealing with Kate Chopin’s The Awakening. The novel will be discussed and analysed from different perspectives, in class, and the students will be encouraged to use various guidelines to further explore the literary techniques of the text at home. This tutorial will be an opportunity to train the students in engaging in verbal and written analyses and critical thinking in dealing with a complex literary work. 

Course Requirements:

· Regular attendance of the course as well as a close reading of the novel ahead at home.

· In class: close readings of the texts and participation in the general class discussions. 

· Written assignments: students will be sitting for a written exam at the end of the semester.
Course Outline:
Week 1: Life of Kate Chopin, The Setting and Social Background: Edna and the Creole environment
Week 2 : The Opening of the Awakening: Setting, Atmosphere and the characterization of Léonce Pontellier
Week 3: The Opening of the Awakening: women’s entrapment and problems of communication (characterization of Edna and Mlle Reitz through bird imagery)
Week 4 : The episodic circular structure of The Awakening
Week 5 : Narrative technique: Free indirect discourse 

Week 6 : Narrative technique: Free indirect discourse 

Week 7 : Communicative relationships between the characters
Week 8 : Motherhood: feminist approaches to motherhood

Week  9: Women and Motherhood in The Awakening

Week 10 : Language and power relationships in The Awakening
Week 11 : The evolution of Edna through the epiphanic moments of her life

Week 12 : The sea imagery in The Awakening
Week 13 : The open-ended resolution of The Awakening

Week 14 : Revision Topics
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